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  Mercy Update  December 2009 

Includes 2008-2009 Annual Report 

For more than a dozen years, Nancy  

Thomas and her army of volunteers have 

been playing Santa for children of parents 

coming to Mercyôs Friendship Center at 

St. Elizabeth House in Hartford. Parents 

give us their childrenôs wish lists, and  

Thomas, an employee at the state Depart-

ment of Mental Health and Addiction   

Services, works with others in state agen-

cies to see that the wishes come true. 

This year more than 200 children re-

quested gifts. Thomas posted the re-

quests of the first 51 children on a bulletin 

board in her department. She distributed 

the rest of the list to fellow head Santas 

Karen Buckley-Bates and Jill Kentfield in 

the Department of Public Health, which 

shares the same Capitol Avenue building. 

Employees sign up on the bulletin boards 

next to each name and agree to spend 

$50 on a child. ñOur employees look for-

ward to it every year,ò said Kentfield. 

Often the children are asking for some-

thing much more basic than fancy toys. 

ñOne year we had 40 to 50 kids between 

the two agencies who wanted winter 

coats,ò Thomas said. This year four chil-

dren on her list are asking for sheets and 

blankets. 

When the gifts pile up at the state agen-

cies, Mercy picks them up in a van and 

takes them back to the Friendship Center. 

The parents come in to pick up the gifts 

before Christmas, because the point is to have 

them be the ones giving the presents, not Mercy. 

Itôs the 26
th
 year that Thomas has organized gift 

drives at the state agencies for needy children. 

She got the bug after learning of a child who 

wanted crayons and coloring books for Christmas 

because she had never had any. ñTo think there 

could actually be kids in the state of Connecticut 

that couldnôt have crayons was more than I could 

possible deal with,ò Thomas said. ñWeôve been 

doing this ever since.ò  
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The Holiday Spirit: Helping Mercy Make Wishes Come True 

Nancy Thomas, left, and Jill Kentfield review the 

signup sheet posted at the state Department of  

Public Health listing the Christmas gift requests of 

more than 100 children. State employees sign up 

next to each name and agree to spend $50 per child. 

 

Gala At CityPlace Raises $100,000 
 

It was a night of swinging music, delicious food, sizzling auctions and generous donors at 
the ñDreams Can Come Trueò gala Oct. 24 at CityPlace in Hartford, as Mercy Housing 
and Shelter Corp. met its goal of raising $100,000 to fund its programs for ending home-
lessness. Cityplaceôs three-story atrium, decorated in purple and green, provided a dra-
matic backdrop for the funky grooves of the Shaded Soul dance band, the ñmashed po-
tato martini barò of Max Downtown and the sleight of hand of David Culton. Despite the 
difficult economic times, about 275 people attended the event, 25 more than last year. ñIt 
was our best gala yet,ò said Sister Patricia McKeon, Mercyôs executive director. Photos 
from the gala are included throughout the enclosed Annual Report.  



 

 

 

 

Mercy Housing  

and Shelter Corp.  

Board of Trustees  
 

Ken Rizzio, chair 

Richard Gentile, vice chair 

Laura Bellotti 

Charles Brooks 

Ronald Cipriano 

Steven Cote 

Sister Claire Filippone 

William Kennedy 

Kathleen Lilley 

Patricia McKinley 

Catherine Mohan 

Austin Perkins 

Kathleen Quigley 

Sister Maureen Reardon 

Bradley Venne 

Unoma Joyce Weekes 

Sister Patricia McKeon,  

executive director 

 

Administrative Office  

211 Wethersfield Ave. 

Hartford, CT 06114 

(860) 808-2040 

Fax (860) 548-0692 

 

Programs  

Catherineôs Place 

Hartford, CT 06103 

(860) 247-7464 

 

Mercy House 

Hartford, CT 

(860) 808-2050 

 

St. Elizabeth House 

118 Main St. 

Hartford, CT 06106 

(860) 808-2120 

 

Shepherd Home 

112 Bow Lane 

Middletown, CT 06457 

(860) 344-0766 

 

Supportive Housing Services 

211 Wethersfield Ave. 

Hartford, CT 06114 

(860) 808-2050 

 

The Residence 

2021 Albany Ave. 

West Hartford, CT 06117 

(860) 570-8200 ext. 8306 

 

 

New Womenõs Floor At St. Elizabeth  
Gets Makeover 
 

No more pea green!  
 
That could have been the rally-
ing cry of the womenôs leader-
ship group from UPS, who spent 
Oct. 28 repainting all the fourth-
floor hallways for the new 
womenôs floor at St. Elizabeth 
House in Hartford. UPS also 
gave Mercy Housing and Shelter 
Corp. a generous gift of $10,000 
for the program. ñWe try to work 
with a group that really supports 
women,ò said Diane Hagi,      
employee relations manager for the UPS in  Southern New England. 
 
About 15 volunteers repainted the walls in tan, then added a cream-colored stencil 
across the middle. The hallway ñwent from pea green to that, so it was definitely an 
improvement,ò Hagi said. The volunteers enjoyed meeting with some of the resi-
dents. ñIt really brings home for the ladies [in the group], to go over and see these 

women, to see how fortunate we are, 
that youôre able to do something,ò Hagi 
said. 
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Steve Abshire, Director of Finance, and Carl 

Rodenhizer, Associate Executive Director, ac-

cept $10,000 grant from Diane Hagi, UPS Em-

ployee Relations Manager 

UPS employee stenciling walls 

UPS employee painting 

UPS employee prepares walls 

for painting 

UPS employees who helped paint the fourth-floor hall-
ways at St. Elizabeth House. 

You can donate to Mercy Housing and Shelter Corp. using the 

enclosed envelope or online at www.mercyhousingct.org. 


