Cﬂ/[erc

Mmy Ho/mizg and Shelter Corp.

Mercy Housing and Shelter Corp.
Sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy Northeast Community

Inside

Page 2
Gifts-in-Kind:
Another Way
to Give
Page 3
Executive
Director 6s
Message
Continued
Page 4

Lt. Governor
Visits Saint
Elizabeth
House

Mercy Updat@vinter 2010

A Message from the Executive Director:

Good news! Nearly 200 people saved from homelessness 9 so far!

Dear Friends,
Howds t hat for a headline?

A new federal program, Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program (HPRP),
funded by Federal Stimulus money, has done just that. Nearly 200 people in the past 5 months
were saved from homelessness with more to follow. Mercy Housing and Shelter Corp. is proud
to be the lead agency for the City of Hartford and also for a segment of the state which includes
Middletown, Meriden and Wallingford. Obviously we could not do
this alone. We have subcontracted with local agencies to implement HPRP

the program for their clients. This  network of providers is identify- | Subcontractors:
ing and assisting people who qualify for the program because they

¢ American Red

1) are on the brink of homelessness which can be prevented with Crossd Central CT
temporary financial intervention or ~ 2) are already homeless but ¢ Community Health
could move into permanent housing if they had some initial/ Center
temporary financial assistance. ¢ Community

Renewal Team
¢ CT Legal Services
No one can be surprised to learn that many people of marginal ¢ Greater Hartford
means could lose their housing because of the economy. Once Legal Aid
housing is gone, whether one becomes homeless is often dependent| ¢ Masters Manna
on whether there is a personal support system to fall back on. For ¢ Meriden-Wallingford

. . Chrysalis, Inc.
those who are already homeless, the recession has provided few o Middlesex

opportunities for them to overcome their obstacles to housing. There United Way

are fewer supports available and those are stretched too thin. Mercy | ¢ New Opportunities
Housing and our participating agencies have made a difference in ¢ Rushford Center
the lives of many such people. Here are a few of their stories. ¢ Salvation Armyd

Marshall House

¢ An elderly woman rented the same apartment for over 20 years | ¢ St Vincent DePaul
until it was foreclosed. She receives a Section 8 subsidy to help Place
pay her rent and would lose it if she became homeless. Living ¢ Urban League
solely on Social Security, she was unable to save enough
money for a security deposit for a new apartment. If not for assistance with the security
deposit from HPRP, she would have lost her subsidy and become homeless.

¢ Asingle father of two lost his apartment when he became unemployed. He went to live with
his brother in a small one bedroom apartment and arranged for his school-aged children to
stay with friends. When he found a new job, he was eager to reunite his family. He found
an apartment within walking distance of his

hood playground. Wi th HPRP assistance for the

was able to move his family into the apartment without delay. In addition, the HPRP case
manager was able to connect him to other State services to ensure that he is able to
maintain the apartment going forward.

Continued on page 3



Another Way to Give to Mercy Housing...

Gifts-in-Kind
A gift-in-kind (GIK) is a kind of
charitable giving in which, instead
of giving money to buy needed
goods and services, the goods
and services themselves are
given. While Mercy Housing

and Shelter Corp. could not

exist without the monetary do-
nations we receive from our
donors , we also could not exist
without the gifts-in-kind that we
receive: clothing, food, holiday
gifts, toiletries, furniture, volunteer
hours, and much more. Pictured
on these two pages are just a few
of the generous gift-in-kind
donors who gave to Mercy Hous-
ing over the past few months.
We, and the clients we
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Hartford Hospital's ER and OR recently chal-
lenged each other to see which department could
collect more socks. They collected 1,210 pairs
and Mercy Housing was given 850 of them. Who
won? Mercy Housing!

Above: Jessica Satonik from the OR (left) and
Betty Turner from the ER (right) dropped off the
socks in January.

serve, extend our
heartfelt thanks to them.

Monetary donations

can be made to Mercy
Housing by using the
enclosed envelope or

by giving online at
www.mercyhousingct.org.

Back in November, Tim Lebel who is with Boy Scout troop 15 in
Tolland, CT, collected (or purchased with money he collected)
the following items for Mercy Housing for his Eagle Scout project:
60 pairs of adult socks, 140 pairs of adult underwear; 97 baggies
with toiletries for adults (soap, shampoo, deodorant, a
toothbrush, and toothpaste); and 31 baggies with toiletries for
children.

In lieu of a holiday party, local partners and
staff of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
contributed a total of $2,400 to Mercy
Housing as well as a collection of toiletries
and bedding.

Presenting the gifts to Sister Pat are Louise
Pisarski, Tax Director and Office Campaign
Coordinator, and Steven Cote, Tax Partner
and Mercy Housing Board member.
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Board of Trustees

Ken Rizzio, chair
Richard Gentile, vice chair
Laura Bellotti
Charles Brooks
Ronald Cipriano
Steven Cote
Sister Claire Filippone
William Kennedy
Kathleen Lilley
Patricia McKinley
Catherine Mohan
Austin Perkins
Kathleen Quigley
Sister Maureen Reardon
Bradley Venne
Unoma Joyce Weekes
Sister Patricia McKeon,
executive director

Administrative Office
211 Wethersfield Ave.
Hartford, CT 06114
(860) 808-2040
Fax (860) 548-0692

Programs
Cat herineds
Hartford, CT 06103
(860) 247-7464

Mercy House
Hartford, CT
(860) 808-2050

St. Elizabeth House
118 Main St.
Hartford, CT 06106
(860) 808-2120

Shepherd Home
112 Bow Lane
Middletown, CT 06457
(860) 344-0766

Supportive Housing Services
211 Wethersfield Ave.
Hartford, CT 06114
(860) 808-2050

The Residence
2021 Albany Ave.
West Hartford, CT 06117
(860) 570-8200 ext. 8306
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